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2025 has been another strong year of activity for Digital Licensee Coordinator (DLC) 

fulfilling our role representing the interests of Digital Music Providers (DMPs) in issues 

related to The Mechanical Licensing Collective (The MLC) and the Section 115 statutory 

license more broadly. The ongoing process for redesignation of The MLC and DLC, started 

in 2024, was a key priority, and DLC has fully participated in ex parte meetings with the 

US Copyright O�ce (USCO) and provided comments. 

Our input to this process and the day-to-day interactions with The MLC has been 

informed by regular general members meetings and Policy Committee meetings. These 

forums, alongside the dialogue the team has directly with members and non-members of 

DLC means that the Board is able to stay informed and responsive to the broad scope of 

DMPs that operate in the United States. 

Our goal is to be an ongoing resource for the entire industry, and we are looking forward 

to deeper engagement in 2026 and years to come.

We thank all members for their participation and support for our mission. 

DLC maintains regular communication with the USCO. Over the last two years, there has 

been increased dialogue regarding the process for redesignation of both The MLC and 

DLC. This process commenced in 2024 when DLC and The MLC filed their applications for 

redesignation, and numerous stakeholders, including DLC, filed comments. 

The written record closed in the summer of 2024 and the applications and comments can 

be found here: https://www.copyright.gov/rulemaking/mma-designations/2024/

In 2025, the USCO held a series of ex parte meetings with The MLC, DLC, and other 

interested parties about redesignation. Letters memorializing those meetings are posted 

on the USCO’s website here: https://www.copyright.gov/rulemaking/mma-designations

/2024/ex-parte-communications.html

DLC members have been involved in this process at every stage with updates provided 

during our regular general members meetings and Policy Committee meetings. DLC has 

described the important role played by The MLC in the industry, but addressed the need 

for additional regulations and oversight in several key areas, including:

(i) the challenge of budgeting for extraordinary expenses;  

(ii) the issue of ensuring appropriate representation of all stakeholder interests in The 

MLC decision-making; and 

(iii) the importance of pursuing a governance review of The MLC to ensure it is meeting 

its statutory obligations.
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DLC has continued to share knowledge and experience of digital music services to 

support The MLC e�ciently and e�ectively fulfilling its mandate. Graham Davies 

attended all meetings of The MLC Board in 2025 in a non-voting capacity and attended 

The MLC Annual General Meeting. Graham has had regular dialogue with the Chair of 

The MLC Board, Alisa Coleman, Chief Executive O�cer, Kris Ahrend, and General 

Counsel, Rick Marshall. 

Members of the Operational Advisory Committee (OAC) met four times in 2025, 

primarily discussing distributor adoption of the ‘Song Lookup’ function.

Members of the Budget Performance Advisory Committee (BPAC) met six times in 2025 

to review the quarterly financial performance reports and contribute to The MLC 

formulation of the 2026 annual budget.

 

Members of DLC have had the opportunity to engage with DLC throughout 2025 by 

attending bi-monthly general members meetings. These meetings are generally held via 

Zoom, but we have occasional opportunities to meet in-person, including the Annual 

General Membership Meeting held in December in Washington, DC.  

DLC provides DMP members to two committees of The MLC: the OAC, which is intended 

to make recommendations to The MLC Board regarding operational and data matters; 

and the BPAC, which is the primary way we share input on The MLC’s annual budgeting 

process. In addition, the DLC Policy Committee focuses on matters of critical importance 

that we may bring to the USCO. While these committees are all fully sta�ed at this time, 

members can express interest in joining these Committees to participate in the future. 

 

1. DLC and MLC budget redesignation 
 As of the date of this annual review, the USCO had not yet issued a decision on the 

redesignation of either The MLC or DLC. We look forward to a conclusion of the 

process and will continue to engage with the O�ce in 2026 to support their work 

and continue to deliver e�ciently and e�ectively on our role and goals.

2. The MLC budget 
 DLC will continue its work analyzing the current costs and future plans for The MLC. 

DLC wishes to better inform dialogue with The MLC around the budget. 

3. Support The MLC enforcement of payment obligations
 DLC will continue to work with The MLC to help e�orts to enforce notice and 

payment obligations with respect to the administrative assessment. 

4. Dialogue, Education & Outreach
 DLC provides a resource to help DMPs navigate the complex licensing system in the 

United States and resolve any queries regarding obtaining the blanket license from 

The MLC. 
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DLC BOARD
Amy Braun, Amazon (Secretary)

Nick Williamson, Apple Music

Wiatt Bingley, Pandora (Treasurer)

Josephine Speranza, Spotify

Jennifer Rosen, YouTube (Chair) 

Graham Davies, DIMA (Non-voting, Assistant Treasurer)

Colin Rushing, VP Legal, Assistant Secretary 

Lauren Danzy, Director, Operations & Outreach 

Outside Counsel: Latham & Watkins LLP

Accountants: Lobel, Cooper & Associates PC

DLC POLICY COMMITTEE
Amazon

Apple Music

Hangout FM

Pandora

Spotify

TIDAL Music

YouTube

THE MLC BOARD 
Graham Davies 

OPERATIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Amy Braun (Amazon) 

Meghna Viswanadha (Apple) 

Brandon Shevin (Beatport) 

Wiatt Bingley (Pandora) 

Josephine Speranza (Spotify)

Jennifer Rosen (YouTube) 

BUDGET PERFORMANCE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Olivia Delao-Ng (Amazon)

Meghna Viswanadha (Apple) 

Wiatt Bingley (Pandora)

Josephine Speranza (Spotify)

Jennifer Rosen (YouTube) 
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DLC MEMBERS IN 2025
Amazon 

Apple Music

Audiomack

Bandcamp

Beatport

Bill Graham Archives 

Hangout FM

iHeartMedia

MedRhythms

Pandora

Qobuz

Soundcloud

Spotify

Tidal Music

YouTube



Further Information 

DLC exists to share the knowledge and 

experience of DMPs, educate licensees and 

copyright owners, and collaborate to ensure 

The MLC e�ciently and e�ectively fulfills its 

mandate. 

Please contact us if you have any questions. 

website. digitallicenseecoordinator.org

email. dlcadmin@digitallicenseecoordinator.org

address. 1100 15th Street, NW, Suite 400, 

Washington, DC 20005

employer reference: 84-4697435


